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March 2010
Dear Friends,
A very Happy Easter to you all! Hope that you’re all well and enjoying this very special time of year. It’s been two years since these updates started - Happy Anniversary! Thanks to all of you who have been reading/supporting and praying for us! Here’s to the next year...

Time to update you all on another very hectic month here in Brazil - crack open that Easter egg and have a read...
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Jefferson getting Rose dressed up for ‘Força Jovem’
Temperature Checker: 34C in Olinda and 9C in York.
Brazil Life

March was a very busy month for us. We’ve just had a two day visit from Glayson Santos who works for the United Nations, he is a management consultant who has been helping the team to organize, manage and lead the project more effectively. It has been frustrating at times as I think about my role in the project and how I might most effectively serve.

For the past few weeks (actually, for the past year and a half, but mainly these few weeks) I’ve been developing and writing the project’s Child Protection Policy along with Jefferson. The CPP is a relatively new thing here in Brazil and very few projects/churches/organizations have a CPP in place. It’s been a long process of convincing people for the need for one in the first place followed by developing and writing one. Finally, I finished the Portuguese version this week which will now be revised and set in place. CPP is such an important document for any organization as it will change the way that our workers interact with the kids (avoiding potentially dangerous/abusive situations) and will also protect the kids in other ways such as their photos being taken and used etc... Just need to translate it into English now. My Father’s House is now one of the first projects in our area to have a Child Protection Policy.
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Our new pad
In relation to the CPP, I’ve been trying to change/professionalise the way that we select/accept potential foreign volunteers and teams. We’re finalising a form which all potential volunteers will have to fill in which will give us a good impression of their reasons and motivations for coming to Brazil plus any useful skills which they might have to help the boys/project. 

In a few weeks time our next round of English volunteers arrive - four guys. So, once again, I’ve been busy sorting out their programmes and writing the orientation material. They’ll be here for around 6 weeks and we’re looking forward to their arrival. It’s also been a month of official document writing to keep the Judge happy on the progress of our boys!

I’ve just re-read what I’ve written and it all sounds incredibly boring and dull - sorry about that! I’ll make sure that I have an exciting gang story to tell next month! ;)
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Congratulations Marcus and Tamara!
Rose and I are doing well. Rose is studying hard for her first university exams, is tired but enjoying the course! We’ve settled in well into our new apartment and have enjoyed using the extra space to have the youth group round etc! We were also extremely happy when our two good friends (SAMS/CMS Mission Partners) Marcus and Tamara Throup had their first child, Rebekah!

Finally, we managed to beat the bureaucracy and had our English marriage recognised in Brazil! We got our Brazilian Marriage License which meant that I could now apply for a permanent visa/Brazilian residency. I went to the airport, armed with a million translated documents, two colour photos and my wife as ‘proof of marriage’ to apply for the visa. The application was accepted, but the Brazilian bureaucracy system had the last laugh as my visa will arrive in 10 months - 1 year.

Força Jovem
Força Jovem (formally known as Plan B) is the new youth initiative that we’ve launched at Living Waters. It is basically a youth service with a bit of multimedia magic and food thrown in! We had our first one in March which went really well. We had a full church, great music, some funny videos and MISART, the church’s dance/theatre group performed a very powerful drama. In typical Brazilian style, our preacher pulled out at the last minute which meant that I had 24hrs to put a talk together but it all went fine and we had a great night which was made even better when 21 people became Christians - Praise the Lord. 
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Speaking at Força Jovem
Our next Força Jovem is on April 17th, we’ll have some help from another Church who have great dance/theatre groups. Should be another great night!

Faith2Share Conference

In two weeks time, many directors of international mission agencies (including SAMS/CMS) are descending on Recife for their annual conference. I’ve been involved a little in the organization, liaising with conference centre/restaurants etc... It should be a great time and a good networking opportunity... plus my boss Bishop Henry Scriven will be here as well which will be great to hook up with him once again. Unfortunately, the conference is on at the same time as the volunteers arrive so I’ll be too and fro from the airport, project and conference during that week.
We have also launched a new website which explains a bit about us, our work, the project etc... Do check it out and pass it on to others who are interested in our work - www.andyandrose.yolasite.com 

The Project
It’s been a good month in the project; we have a new boy, Rafael who was sent to us via the child welfare which takes us up to 11 boys. Rafael is about 12, is quite hyperactive which is quite normal when a boy first arrives but I’m sure he’ll calm down during the next few weeks. 

As always in the project, you have to celebrate in the small changes/improvements/victories. I’ve been really encouraged by the progress of two of our boys, Renato and Diogo. Renato has been with us for nearly 2 years and I remember what a terror he was when he first arrived - I spent so many hours locked in the office with a very angry Renato to prevent him from hurting the other boys, he’d calm down eventually after destroying half the office, trying to kick the door down and attempting to climb out the window which is about half his size. Thankfully, that doesn’t happen anymore and Renato has learned how to control his anger and is now (usually) a well behaved, polite young man. The same goes for Diogo, who is only 9, he’s really calmed down and has learnt discipline and to do what he’s told. He’s doing ok at school, finally learning to write but still can’t tell you how old he is!
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Some of the Sunday School teacher´s round at ours for Sunday lunch!
The health seminars that I’ve been doing with the boys are going really well and the boys really enjoying them. It’s the only activity where the boys get the table and chairs organized without being asked and are sitting ‘patiently’ waiting for the talk to start way before it should. We’ve talked about a drug each week, about its effects on your body etc and the harmful side effects. Each week we have a poster competition to see who can create/draw the best poster about that drug. The Bible study with the older ones continues to go well too.  

We also managed to find a job for one of our oldest boys, Inaldo. He starts this Monday at an electrical company which specializes in repairing fridges and air conditioning units. He’ll be on the phones in the morning and then in the afternoon he’ll be working as an apprentice learning how to repair the units etc... - great experience plus a small wage as well! He’ll be continuing his studies in the evening. Pray that it all works out for him.
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MISART´s drama
We’ve tried to send the boys home for Easter but there are always a few who, for various reasons, cannot return to their families. So once again, Rose and I have one of the boys with us for the weekend - Ivson, one of the older ones. Ivson had a very difficult past, he saw his Dad murdered in front of him, but has been making great improvements in the project. We both know him well and hope he’ll have a good time with us.   
We have also launched a new website which explains a bit about us, our work, the project etc... Do check it out and pass it on to others who are interested in our work - www.andyandrose.yolasite.com 
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Getting the multimedia sorted!
Prayer Points

1. Pray for the boys in the project, especially the new boy Rafael, that they might continue to leave their pasts behind.
2. Give thanks for that our marriage has been recognised in Brazil and that my permanent visa is on the way.
3. Pray for the project, as we look to improve our work and look for more volunteers and financial help to enable this.
4. Pray for me as I think and talk to Ian and Simea about my role in the project, both now and in the future.

5. Pray for Rose at Uni, especially for her exams next week!
6. Give thanks for our first Forca Jovem and for those who became Christians.
Thanks again guys for all the prayer and support that you are showing us and the project. 

Please do keep in touch with how you’re doing and what you’re up to. 
Prayers. 

Andy and Rose (
Contact Details and Useful Info
I thought it might be worth adding these details on the end... they might come in useful!

Project Address – 
Casa de Meu Pai

Av. Ministeiro Marcos Freire 5615

Rio Doce

Olinda – PE 53130540

Brazil

Our new apartment’s address – 

Edf. Marinas Apt 901
Av. Ministro Marcos Freire 4287

Casa Caiada

Olinda - PE 53040 - 010
Brazil

Phone Numbers – 

You can call me for 2p/min from an English landline using the following number 08444621621 then just dial one of the following numbers. 

Project – 00558134312255
Our apartment - 00558134322814

My Cell – 00558191962959
Rose’s Cell - 00558191596058
Bank Details

Project’s Charity Account – 

Service of Hope Charity

For info please contact Roger Atkinson on koinonia115@ntlworld.com 

